
Table 64. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by race and age: United States, 1996
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic conditions

White Black

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Total
65–74
years

75 years
and over Total

65–74
years

75 years
and over

Selected skin and
musculoskeletal conditions Number of chronic conditions in thousands1

Arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,482 11,187 13,640 7,296 6,344 942 1,390 1,401 870 532
Gout, including gouty arthritis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 277 959 886 509 377 17 193 92 75 17
Intervertebral disc disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,278 2,896 923 617 305 51 395 100 85 15
Bone spur or tendinitis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . 1,077 1,161 497 246 251 104 22 23 23 –
Disorders of bone or cartilage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296 491 810 287 522 39 41 21 – 21
Trouble with bunions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 707 783 662 367 294 94 54 36 23 13
Bursitis, unclassified . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,320 2,207 985 618 366 102 96 173 124 49
Sebaceous skin cyst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584 441 62 62 – 64 17 – – –
Trouble with acne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,092 241 – – – 474 – – – –
Psoriasis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,252 1,086 475 300 176 58 16 – – –
Dermatitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,238 1,948 746 451 295 874 76 32 18 14
Trouble with dry (itching) skin, unclassified . . . . . . 2,799 1,302 1,494 676 818 489 72 58 15 43
Trouble with ingrown nails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,845 1,233 1,025 530 494 270 170 172 95 77
Trouble with corns and calluses . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,107 965 827 398 429 299 338 116 101 14

Impairments

Visual impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,481 2,185 2,460 1,152 1,308 505 342 214 129 85
Color blindness . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,261 817 578 359 219 53 16 20 20 –
Cataracts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 264 1,083 4,993 2,506 2,486 69 113 412 246 166
Glaucoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132 464 1,590 708 882 82 82 245 151 94
Hearing impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,827 6,356 9,149 4,413 4,736 478 417 406 233 173
Tinnitus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,727 2,898 2,591 1,670 921 187 169 144 79 65
Speech impairment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,382 216 372 184 188 512 112 – – –
Absence of extremities (excludes tips of fingers or
toes only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 346 284 558 362 196 18 21 59 33 27

Paralysis of extremities, complete or partial . . . . . . 536 542 525 221 304 287 173 47 7 40
Deformity or orthopedic impairment . . . . . . . . . . . 12,905 8,047 4,625 2,941 1,684 1,749 1,114 351 251 100

Back . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,093 4,791 2,023 1,346 677 978 527 159 127 33
Upper extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,379 1,336 924 692 232 248 158 57 25 32
Lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,953 3,584 2,094 1,262 831 850 611 181 140 41

Selected digestive conditions

Ulcer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,207 929 798 542 256 131 402 90 69 21
Hernia of abdominal cavity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,189 1,551 1,514 680 834 58 93 25 25 –
Gastritis or duodenitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,386 1,036 763 531 232 263 137 114 95 19
Frequent indigestion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,819 2,014 853 563 289 203 204 210 146 64
Enteritis or colitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 777 503 283 143 140 23 26 10 10 –
Spastic colon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 861 721 432 288 145 36 9 23 23 –
Diverticula of intestines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263 935 1,264 663 601 – – 67 – 67
Frequent constipation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,079 585 996 397 598 214 128 78 42 36

See footnotes and notes at end of table.
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Table 64. Number of selected reported chronic conditions, by race and age: United States, 1996—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reliability of the
estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II.]

Type of chronic conditions

White Black

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Under
45 years

45–64
years

65 years and over

Total
65–74
years

75 years
and over Total

65–74
years

75 years
and over

Selected conditions of the
genitourinary, nervous, endocrine, metabolic,

and blood and blood-forming systems Number of chronic conditions in thousands1

Goiter or other disorders of the thyroid . . . . . . . . . 1,205 1,501 1,434 871 563 222 93 95 54 41
Diabetes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,091 2,044 2,500 1,459 1,041 211 810 520 263 257
Anemias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,519 435 647 204 443 546 104 84 49 35
Epilepsy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 623 263 198 99 99 153 45 – – –
Migraine headache . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,389 2,670 769 464 305 968 331 115 40 74
Neuralgia or neuritis, unspecified . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 129 143 12 131 – – 35 35 –
Kidney trouble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,333 627 413 230 182 107 51 22 22 –
Bladder disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,285 762 820 352 468 155 70 33 15 18
Diseases of prostate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 213 696 1,674 868 806 – 56 108 31 76
Diseases of female genital organs . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,115 935 464 304 161 571 80 – – –

Selected circulatory conditions

Rheumatic fever with or without heart disease . . . . 709 546 378 144 234 119 8 – – –
Heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,021 5,369 7,945 4,030 3,916 881 701 393 185 208

Ischemic heart disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 387 2,504 4,240 2,294 1,945 66 187 169 50 119
Heart rhythm disorders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,693 1,880 2,081 1,128 953 633 283 61 37 24

Tachycardia or rapid heart . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 633 552 944 551 393 54 90 36 20 16
Heart murmurs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,646 850 570 339 231 544 88 – – –
Other and unspecified heart rhythm disorders . . 414 478 567 238 329 35 105 24 17 7

Other selected diseases of heart, excluding
hypertension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 942 985 1,625 608 1,017 182 230 164 99 65

High blood pressure (hypertension) . . . . . . . . . . . 4,016 9,165 9,941 5,494 4,447 1,194 2,036 1,272 849 423
Cerebrovascular disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 203 530 1,859 654 1,205 48 135 185 62 123
Hardening of the arteries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . – 320 1,147 522 625 – 34 55 – 55
Varicose veins of lower extremities . . . . . . . . . . . 2,073 2,184 2,243 1,220 1,023 295 242 120 88 32
Hemorrhoids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,398 2,628 1,772 1,165 607 337 183 110 110 –

Selected respiratory conditions

Chronic bronchitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,348 2,810 1,812 950 862 1,290 280 102 93 9
Asthma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,301 2,168 1,295 702 592 1,926 275 109 61 49
Hay fever or allergic rhinitis without asthma . . . . . . 13,404 5,077 1,948 1,020 927 1,665 350 122 63 59
Chronic sinusitis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,440 7,999 3,378 2,081 1,297 3,056 978 318 256 63
Deviated nasal septum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 990 776 198 59 139 – 20 – – –
Chronic disease of tonsils or adenoids . . . . . . . . . 2,015 109 26 26 – 207 14 – – –
Emphysema . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58 623 1,004 580 423 – 79 26 14 12

– Quantity zero.
1Totals for white and black do not sum to total chronic conditions because other races are not included.

NOTES: The standard errors and relative standard errors (RSE’s) can be computed by using parameter set V of table II and the formula presented in rule 1 of appendix I. An estimate of 3.6 million has
a 10-percent RSE; of 892,000, a 20-percent RSE; and of 397,000, a 30-percent RSE.
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